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On behalf of A Stepping Stone Foundation, I 
would like to personally thank our past Presi-

dent Bev Carroll for her commitment and dedi-
cation to our cause.  Under her leadership the 
organization raised more than $600,000 while 
significantly increasing its presence in our 
community.  Over the past 25 years, A Step-
ping Stone has helped more than 1,500 fami-
lies, impacting several generations.   

 

My six years in board service has been incredi-
bly rewarding and fulfilling and it is now my 
honor to serve as the President of our organi-
zation. Our focus will always remain on our 
mission and core values -- “Providing stepping 
stones to create success through education for 
children and families who have limited oppor-
tunities.” Along with diligently attending to the 
families we serve, we will work together to ex-
pand the board, increase our volunteer base, 
create new streams of revenue and launch a 
highly effective awareness campaign.   

  

Without the unparalleled dedication of our 
amazing staff and volunteers, along with the 
support of our community, we could not con-
tinue to advance our critical mission. A Step-
ping Stone plays such a significant role in our 
community and we can all be extremely proud 
to be a part of this effort. I look forward to a 
wonderful year and thank you in advance for 
your commitment and enthusiasm as we pro-
vide A Stepping Stone for the families we serve. 

From the President 

Jennifer Sanchez 

A Stepping Stone Featured on 

ABC’s Secret Millionaire 

Local Community Nets $50,000 
For A Stepping Stone at 
2013 Cena y Serenata  

This past February 300 guests dined and danced their 

way through a special night to benefit A Stepping 

Stone Foundation children and their families.   

Former parent, Josie Gutierrez, spoke to the crowd 

about her own journey from a mother who needed her 

GED to a professional teacher with her Master’s De-

gree in Special Education.   

Special thanks to all our major sponsors: APS, Blue 

Cross Blue Shield of Arizona, Helios Education 

Foundation, Molina Fine Jewelers, Wells Fargo 

Private Bank, Urias Communications and Cox 

Communications. 

We hope you caught the episode of ABC’s Se-
cret Millionaire on August 11th.  It featured 
Millionaire Jay Deutsch and three local non-
profits in Phoenix.  Jay donated $50,000 to A 
Stepping Stone Foundation as part of the 
show’s finale.  The show was taped in October 
of 2011 and the check was delivered just a few 
short weeks afterward.  THANK YOU Jay and 
thank you ABC! 
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Jeanne Davis 

Secretary 

Patricia Davis 
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Judith Brengi 
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FOOTNOTES 
 

As we begin another program year, I 
write with renewed vigor to thank 
you for and tell you about the good 
work you help us do in our local 
community.  Without YOU, our sup-

porters, nothing could be done at 
A Stepping Stone. As most of you 
are aware, our three programs are 
funded entirely from your donations, 
grants and in-kind gifts. 
 
This past program year (2012-2013), 
A Stepping Stone served a total of 38 
families (77 individuals) with pre-
school, adult education, parenting 
and home visiting during the entire 
school year. See scholarship count 
to the right. 
 
A BIG thank you goes out to the 
group of Thunderbird School of 
Global Management MBA candidates 
who, as part of a change project,  
helped us move forward toward a 
real change.  See their picture 
above. 
 
One short-term victory of that 
change project was that we have 
many recent test scores of former Step-

ping Stone Foundation students who 
are currently enrolled in elementary 
school (K-3) in the Alhambra School 
District. These results show a clear 
advantage to students who attend 
our program (six months or more)  
 

 

over their site and district peers.  
See our website at: 
asteppingstone.org/testimonials 
(and click on the link 3/4 down the 
page). 
 
Other noteworthy program accom-
plishments include: 
 

 Eighty-five percent of our parents 

in ESL moved up one or more levels in 
English. At the time this went to 
press, two of our parents tested ready 
to take their GED exams. 

 Awarded 26 Billie Gannaway Scholar-

ships to former preschoolers wishing to 
attend post-secondary education.   

    Hired two former preschoolers who 

worked part-time as paid interns to 
build work experience. 

 
We have a few very exciting opportu-
nities before us.  We have been in  
conversation with the good folks in 
Gila County about bringing our pre-
school plus family literacy to areas 
of high need in the Miami-Globe ar-
ea.  More on the blog! 
 
You are so special and important to us. 
  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT. 

at&t Grant to Help 

Kids Stay in School 

at&t awarded a $16,500 
grant to A Stepping Stone 
in support of our Stepping 
Into College initiative in-
cluding support for college 
scholarships to be awarded 
this spring at our annual 
dinner, and for our job 
training program. 

Thunderbird School of Global Management students 
recently helped A Stepping Stone navigate  a change 
project.  
From the left: Tina Rubin, Megan Seivert,  
Swachhand Srivastava, Spencer Pearce, and Ad-
am Hansen. 
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Important Medicare Information 

 

Individuals who are eligible for or are currently 
on Medicare AND Medicaid (in Arizona 
AHCCCS ) may qualify for additional financial 
aid that they may not be aware of.  Based on 
income levels, programs are available to help 
pay Part B premiums and Part D prescription 
drug co-pays. 
 

There are also additional benefits offered by 
different insurance companies that are not 
covered by Medicare but are of significant val-
ue to people who need some dental, vision and 
hearing insurance.  Medicare does not provide 
coverage in these three areas, but some cover-
age is provided under the different plans of-
fered by the carriers.  The standard Medicare 
coverage is the same regardless of the insur-
ance company.  It is up to the individual to 
choose which plan best suits their needs. 
 

These are all Medicare Advantage plans availa-
ble to all individuals who have or are eligible 
for Part A AND have Part B coverage.  They are 
offered at no cost to those who qualify.  Those 
who are Medicare and Medicaid may qualify for 
additional financial aid based on income levels 
as mentioned above. 
 

Those on Medicare and Medicaid may switch 
their plan at any time during the year.  First 
time enrollees to Medicare may choose a plan 
up to 90 days before turning 65.  Those indi-
viduals who are current Medicare recipients 
and do not fall under the conditions above may 
only change programs during the Annual En-
rollment Period (AEP) from October 15th 
through December 7th. 

For more information or to inquire about par-

ticipation in an outreach event, please contact 
John Stamatakis, licensed agent, at (480) 845-
7888. 

A special thanks to John for providing our pho-
to booth at Cena y Serenata 2013 (see p. 1). 

Parting is Such Sweet Sorrow  

 

Two long-time board members, Michael E. 
Hensley and Con Englehorn retired from A 
Stepping Stone Foundation after each had 
served our children and families for a decade 
or more. Both have agreed to serve on our 
new and evolving Resource Council which 
will act as a go-to resource for new board 
members and other active volunteers. 

 

Con has been instrumental in 
our development projects in-
cluding Murphy and Fowler 
start-up family literacy programs.  
Con was Vice President of the 
Board in 2008. 

 

Mike was Board President 
from 2002-2006 and chaired 
and co-chaired many of our 
fundraising events. One of 
Mike’s lasting legacies will be 
his skill of asking the hard 
questions and pushing the 
Foundation beyond its com-
fort zone for program expan-
sion and increased Board-
sponsored fundraising. 

 

Lead teacher Fran Smith who began her 
Stepping Stone teaching in the fall of 2009, 
and who taught preschool for many years 
before her Stepping Stone tenure, has re-
tired.  She looks forward to trips to be with 
family in Hawaii and promised to help us 
out in any way she could. 

Assistant Teacher, Veronica Dozal who be-
gan her Stepping Stone years at the Grana-
da site and then taught with Mrs. Smith at 

Westwood has also resigned so she can work 
year-round in a career shift. 

We wish all these good people the best of 
luck in their new endeavors and look for-
ward to having them continue to support A 
Stepping Stone children and families in their 
new roles as supporters. 
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THANK YOU! 

Many thanks to the following supporters for their donations to A Stepping Stone Foundation for the past Fiscal Year  (July 1, 2012-
June 30, 2013). Names in bold represent a one time monetary gift of $1,000 or more. 
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1st National Bank Of Arizona 

Kelly and Jim Aanenson 

Pamela Abbott 

Charlie and Dina Adornetto 

Diane Aguilar 

Carl and Mary Ahl 

Jill and Daniel Alayola 

Patricia and Monte Allen 

Alliance Bank Of Arizona 

American Express Charitable Fund 

Dorothy Anderson 

Marcia and Brian Anderson 

APS 

Li9 Technology Solutions  

Carmen Arias-McKinn 

Arizona Classic Car Club 

Arizona Diamondbacks 

Arizona Hispanic Chamber Of Commerce 

Arizona Pipe Trades 469 PAC 

Charlie & Sue Arthur 

Milena and Tony Astorga 

at&t 

Aviation Communication & Surveillance systems 

Jeanne Baker 

Eleanor Banks 

Bill and Maria Barquin 

Frank Barrios 

Joanne and Colin Barry 

Bashas' 

Ken and Barb Batko 

Fran Beatty 

Connie and Chris Beaupre 

The Bidstrup Foundation 

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona 

Jack Bobo 

Chuck and Sandy Bonstelle 

Wendy Boorn, PC 

John Borzyskowski 

Bonnie and John Bouma 

Lawrence and Carol Brecker 

Judy Brengi 

Sandra Brophy 

Beth and Richard Bruce 

Vayla and Robert Burget 

Frank and Margaret Camacho 

Gil Cano 

Beverly and Ottie Carroll 

Carstens Family Fund 

Arturo and Janet Castañeda 

Dr. Carlos M. and Yadira Cazares 

Clinica Del Dr. Cazares 

Dr. Melvyn Chase 

Dale and Marilyn Childs 

Beth and Steve Christensen 

Manny and Beatriz Cisneros 

Climatec 

Lynda and Dick Coffelt 

Mary Jane and Thomas Condit 

Armando and Norma Contreras 

Anielka Contreras 

Martha and Larry Cooper 

Diane Cooper 

Shirley Cope 

Victor Coronado 

Cox Communications 

Mary Lou Crane 

Joan Cruz 

Paula and Tim Cullison 

George and Marjorie Cunningham 

Elizabeth Curry 

Gregg and Carla Curry 

Alan Davidon 

Patricia and Rick Davis 

Betsy Davis 

Sydney Davis 

Chris Davis 

Richard Degraw 

Hercules Dellas 

Gayle and Conner Dennison 

DeVry University of Phoenix 

Donley Service Center 

Robert and Joyce Dooley 

James and Vanessa Drake 

Marian Dukes 

Phyllis and John Earle 

Eaton Charitable Fund 

Ann and Ken Eicher 

Barbara and Robert Elk 

Joy and Con Englehorn 

Friendly House, Inc 

Family Arts Needlework Shop, Inc. 

Charlie and Pat Farmer 

Marc Farrar 

Ed and Rosalie Favilla 

Sol de Mexico Tequila 

WM Fisher 

Jesus Flores 

Billie Foltz 

Susan Funkhouser 

Margaret Gabaldon 

Michael and Cynthia Gattorna 

Barb and Jim Geer 

Mary Sue Gibson 

Kenneth Gibson 

Irene and Dennis Glaser 

Carol Goedken 

Jim Golden 

Jill S.Goldsmith, PLLC 

James Gordon and Norma Kafer 

Mary and Thomas Goss 

Bryan and Pearl Grapentine 

Manny & Sue Griego 

Rick Griffeth 

Dixie and Michael Grossman 

Carolina Guana 

Luis Pedro Guerra 

Joanne Halberg 

Bradley Hansen 

Dave and Paulette Harshberger 

Helios Education Foundation 

Lisa Helseth 

Michael and Sharon Hensley 

Hensley Beverage Company 

Micki and David Hillyard 

Connie Hockett 

Marjorie Hoffman 

Shari Homyock 

Honeywell Hometown Solutions 

Diann Horne 

Carla Huiskamp 

Diane and Alan Iles 

Nancy and Ron Ireland 

Peggy and Larry Jannusch 

Cathy Jergenson 

Helen Johnson 

Elaine Jones 

Bill & Jo Jones 

Carolyn Keagle 

Russell Killip 

Mercedes Korn 

Rev. Robin Kreider 
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Patricia Kurtz 

Jane and Rusty Lance 

Susan and Bob Lee 

Mark and Katie Leinweber 

Kenny Leung 

Claudia Lujan 

Anne and Joseph Mais 

Joe and Amy Mais 

Adolfo Maldonado 

Patrick and Cindy Maloney 

Cacinda Maloney 

Carl and Leanne Mariano 

Mario E. Diaz and Associates 

Irene and Allan Marks 

Masonic Charities Of Arizona 

Lois-Lynne Mathisen 

Patricia and Robert McCreary 

Shirley McCreary 

James and Jan McLaughlin 

Sharon McLaughlin 

Robert and Carol McMullen 

Geraldine Medina 

Linda Merritt 

Mary Lou and John Micheaels 

June and Charlie Miner 

Jeanne Miyasaka 

Molina Fine Jewelers 

Debra Moore 

Donnie and Belinda Morales 

Morales Air, LLC 

Suzie Moreno 

Carolyn and Richard Morgan 

John Murdough 

Julian Nabozny 

Bettina and Andrew Nava 

Nancy Nelson 

Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust 

Diane Nowlin 

Polo and Sandra Ortega 

Bianca Ortega 

Allison Pachoe 

Penny Papadopoulos 

Linda and John Pape  

George and Sally Parrott 

Lisa and Adrian Payne 

Willie and Dave Pearson 

 

Carol and Dennis Peck 

Ronald and Joan Peck 

Phoenix Suns Charities 

Maurice and Beverly Portley 

Scott Poulsen (Eagle Scout) 

Karen and David Prescott 

Jacqueline and Tom Pynn 

Kathryn Raden 

Judith Rader 

Rayne Ragan 

Ramirez Advisors Inter-National 

Marilyn and Greg Rampley 

Sharon and Dewey Reay 

Michael Redfield 

Marty and Frankie Jo Rios 

Sal Rivera 

Linda and Rick Robbins 

Linda and Dave Roberts 

Carolyn Roberts-Gutierrez 

Severiano Rodarte 

Rodarte Law Office 

Grand Canyon Harley-Davidson 

Tom & Jill Runyon 

Martin Samaniego 

Sylvia and Harry Sanchez 

Jessica Sanchez 

Rudy Santa Cruz 

Nadine Sass 

Randy and Claudia Sassaman 

Thomas Schleifer 

Joan Schneider 

Tammy Schultz 

Judy Schwiebert 

Shadow Rock Older Boulders 

David Shaffer 

Sandra and Jeff Shapiro 

Kenneth Sherk 

Martha and Dale Short 

Thomas Sienbenaler 

Lorenzo Sierra 

Maurice Sievers 

Bob and Mary Dee Singh 

Louise Slotta 

Jackie Smith 

Constance Smith 

Rev. William O. and Ann Smith 

Candace and Richard Smith 

Laureen Song 

Beverly Soule 

Robert Spurlock 

Don and Christine Stamper 

Judy Stark 

Paula Starkey 

Annette Stertzer 

Ellen and James Stoll 

Alan and Cindy Stoner 

Robert and Donna Stoneroad 

Tio Tachias 

Margie Talley 

Phillip and Mary Taylor 

Karen Taylor- Bleiker 

The Arizona Republic, 12 News 

   Season for Sharing 

The Harriet M. Ivey Charitable Fund 

Karen Timberlake 

Austin Tingley 

Diane and Gary Tooker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jack & Vianne Kucera 

Some donors have elected to forgo recognition. 

Mickey and Herb Tucker 

United Cerebral Palsy Of Central Arizona 

United Food and Commercial Workers Union 

Univision 

Urias Communications 

US Airways 

USBank 

Valley Hispanic Bomberos 

Robert and Lora Van Quatham 

Ed and Nancy VanBrunt 

Janet Velasco 

Susan and Jerry Wadell 

Mike Weidner 

Wells Fargo 

Kathleen and Robert Wentworth 

Bill and Ann Westwerman 

Martha Whitmire 

Victoria Whitmore 

Janet Wiig 

Karen Williams 

Bill and Marjorie Williamson 

Bev and Ken Wood 

Barbara and Roy Zaborowski 

Richard Zazueta 

Norbert and Paula Zielin 

Heidi and Kenneth Zinn Paradies Phoenix JV 



Check out our Blog at: 

asteppingstone.org/blog 

 

Cena y Serenata 2014 

March 15th! 

Return Service 

Requested 
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Mailing Address: 

PO Box 87149 

Phoenix, AZ 85080 

Administrative Office: 

2851 W. Kathleen 

Phoenix, AZ 85053 

Office Phone: 

602-843-8281 

~In Loving Memory~ 
Armando Cortez Arias, Jr.       Gladys Bobo 

Duan Lawrence Campbell       B. Irene Cranfield 

Ralph Goedkin        Christopher Johnson 

Jean Neighbors        Jack Peterson 

Carmen Sanchez, Grandmother of Jennifer Sanchez 

~Celebrations~ 
In Honor of Rev. William O. Smith’s Work 

Diane and Gary Tooker ~ Happy Anniversary! 

In Honor of John and Linda Pape 

Happy Birthday to John Pape! 

In Honor of Alaine and Richard Steuk 

Once again our presenting sponsor APS and local  

Celebrity Frank Camacho hosted this annual dinner 

dance at the Arizona Grand where 300+ guests 
enjoyed the talents of local performers. See page 1. 


