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MILESTONES

FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,

At A Stepping
Stone Foundation,
we are fortunate
to be good financial

stewards of your

investment in our

Gabriel Escontias, Jr. EAD

community. We
provide a strong education continuum
from our Literacy Elevates Arizona
Families (LEAF) program through our
Billie Gannaway Memorial Scholarship
program. We support the lifelong
success for both our students and their
families in any capacity that we can
assist them. We pride ourselves on
instilling in them that we are more than a
program, we are family and family is
always there to assist when possible.
We know and understand
that your trust and investment can be
made in many other areas, so we and
our families thank you for your count-
less years of giving and if you are about
President cont p. 6

WHAT YOU HELP US ACHIEVE

With your help, A Stepping Stone
Foundation delivered more than 34,000
hours of direct service in our Literacy Elevates
Arizona Families (LEAF) Program last school
year. By May, the typical 4 year-old in LEAF

attended 640 hours of preschool and the typ-

A mom working in the classroom.

ical parent participated 250 hours in their

adult obligations which includes parenting classes, adult education,
working in the preschool classroom and home visits.

All children who were in LEAF six months or more met their
Teaching Strategies Gold benchmarks and were ready for kindergarten.
What’s more, their parents were ready to support them as their child’s
first best teacher. Your support makes it all happen.

BILLIE GANNAWAY MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

One of the unique features of ASSF’s family literacy programs
is the promise of a college scholarship for every child enrolled six
months or more in one of our LEAF programs. There is a full report
inserted in this edition of Milestones.

A
STEPPING STONE

Foundation




MESSAGES

From the Stepping Stone Office

FROM THE EXECUTVE DIRECTOR
Why we Need YOUR Support

to enter the second decade of this mil-
lennia delivering our mission at our cur-
rent capacity. Yet, we have always

Imagine.

| Cynthia Gattorna, MA | Imagine if all children

in Arizona had access to caring and nur-

wished to be in any Arizona community

where there are 15 or more families in

need of our services.

turing preschool settings. Imagine their Please help us grow! We are

parents had the same access to the .
hoping you can help us expand our

skilled and caring support they needed capacity over the next 12 months by

to become their child's first best teacher. donating and especially by telling a

The stark reality is that more friend about us.

than half of the children in our state See p. 5 for a list of the many

who live in low-income homes still do not .
ways you and your friends can support

have access to a quality early education.
NOW...Imagine YOU could help

fill that need! For the past thirty years

our children and their families. We
need you more than every before!
Many blessings and thanks,

Cindy

we have been doing just that. A Stepping
Stone Foundation is strongly positioned

FROM GRANT WRITER CONSULTANT, SUE TORMALA

“If you have much, give of your wealth; if you have little, give of your heart.”

There are times when I've been graced with financial security and other
times, burdened by financial challenges. But | was NEVER burdened by inability
to give — of my wealth or my heart.

| am A Stepping Stone Foundation’s grant writer. My husband and | com-
mit $1,000 annually to their amazing efforts on behalf of families. He gives
through bi-weekly payroll deduction through his employer and we give together
through monthly auto deposit.

Perhaps you’d like to explore these or other options to be as generous as
possible. Ask your employers if they would match your financial contribution.
Many employers do. Consider donating through Birdies for Charity

(read about that on page 5). Consider committing to a Sue Cont. on p.5
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ﬂ New Board Members 1

A Stepping Stone Foundation welcomes four new board members this year. Richard Smith
joined the board in November of 2018. Retired from his precious metals business, he brings his
passion and business expertise to our organization and has the goal of spearheading our website
rebuild. He and his wife Candace greatly enjoy traveling hither and yon in their retirement.

B Patricia Davis and Dr. Laida Restrepo rejoined A Stepping Stone’s board in

¥ June. Patricia has worked in the financial sector for twenty years, with her focus for the past
decade on regulatory compliance. Her current position is in financial crimes compliance with
MUFG Americas. Earning her Bachelor’s degree in Mathematics and a Master’s degree in
Biomedical Informatics from Arizona State University compliments her Master’s degree in
Statistics from New Mexico State University. Patricia’s family moved to Arizona from Maryland when she was a
teenager, and she couldn’t imagine living anywhere else. She enjoys practicing yoga and travelling with her
husband both domestically and internationally. Patricia has one daughter who attends Arizona State University.

M. Adelaida Restrepo, PhD is a Professor and Assistant Dean for Research in the College of
Health Solutions at Arizona State University. She is a speech-language pathologist by training and
is interested in language development in bilingual children and its relation to academic achieve-
ment. She publishes and conducts research in this area, and has expertise in professional develop-
ment for teachers who work with bilingual children and their families. She is also interested in
parent training programs to help children academically. She was funded by a Fulbright Scholars grant to conduct
a project in Israel on response to intervention.

Our newest board member, who joined the board in September, is Jerome Williams. Jerome is
the On-Premise Manager for Aerotek Aviation, partnering with Southwest Airlines. He has a
BS in Psychology, a Master’s in Accountancy, and is currently enrolled in the Doctor of

Philosophy in General Psychology program, focusing on technology, communication, and
learning at Grand Canyon University.

A STEPPING STONE FOUNDATION’S TWO-GEN ED AFFINITY GROUP

The 2GenEd Affinity Group has been a wonderful ASSF’s Two-Gen Ed Affinity Group has been meeting since

source of information, inspiration and collaboration. | the fall of 2017. The intention of each quarterly meeting is for us

Quarterly meetings are productive, thought provoking | - to hear about current efforts regarding two-generation education

and powerful. .
powerf and to explore any opportunities to work together.
In August, we met with a funder panel. This November we
Donna Beedle, Family Resource Center Manager will take a hiatus as we plan an elected officials meet and greet

AZCEND, Chandler AZ event for the first week in February 2020. If you would like to be

included in this group, please contact A Stepping Stone Foundation

office at 602-843-8281.
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A STEPPING STONE FOUNDATION MISSION

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

All Families Participate in:

Early Childhood Education
Parenting Education
Adult Literacy (GED/ESL)
Home Visiting

HOME VISITS Intergenerational Activities

Childcare
College Scholarships

INTERGENERATIONAL ACTIVITIES

To provide stepping stones of success through education to families of limited opportunities.

PARENTING EDUCATION

ADULT LITERACY

BILLIE GANNAWAY COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP
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NEW RESEARCH SUPPORTING OUR THEORY OF PRACTICE
They Talk About It-We Do It!

Ways to Support A Stepping Stone Foundation
The single most powerful way for you to support our
efforts is to make a cash contribution and then tell the
world about why you did so. Your passion is conta-
gious in the best of ways!

Below are just some of the ways you can donate.
Please seek the expertise of a tax professional
when considering tax matters.

e A Stepping Stone Foundation (ASSF) is an Arizona
Qualifying Charitable Organization. Make a dona-
tion of $400 ($800 for couples) directly to ASSF before
April 15, and you may take a tax credit; pay less taxes
and direct your tax money to your favorite charity!

e Birdies for Charity: includes a 15% match by
Thunderbirds Charities, pledge online before
2/1/20 at www.birdiesforcharityaz.com.

¢ Amazon Smile: by enrolling and naming us as
your beneficiary, you donate every time you buy
on Amazon.com.

e Fry’s Community Rewards: link your rewards
card to A Stepping Stone Foundation.

e Areyou 70 1/2 orolder? You may avoid paying
taxes on your required retirement distributions
by donating it directly to ASSF.

e Include A Stepping Stone Foundation in your will.

e Donate through your employer. A Stepping
Stone participates in United Way (Donor Choice),
SECC (State of AZ Employees Combined Cam-
paign).

e Find out if your employer will match your donation.

From HeckmanEquation.org

The Economics of Human Potential
Professor Heckman’s newest research looks at the life
outcomes of Perry Preschool participants at midlife, as
well as outcomes of their children. After putting the
data through a series of rigorous tests, Heckman finds
that those children who participated in the Perry Pre-
school program had significant gains in personal and
family life outcomes that provided their children with
positive multi-generation effects on education, health,
employment and civic life. Early childhood education
resulted in stronger families and significantly contrib-
uted to upward mobility in the next generation—an
indication that early childhood education can be an
effective way to break the cycle of poverty.

=1 | New Research
neaman | Perry Preschool: Intergenerational Effects

. . EDUCATION
Children who receive AND HEALTH
high-quality early
childhood supports
have significantly
better life outcomes
and pass the positive
effects on to their
children.

UNEMPLOYMENT
AND CRIME

James Joseph Heckman is a Nobel Prize winning Ameri-

can economist who is currently at the University of Chicago,
where he is The Henry Schultz Distinguished Service Professor
in Economics ... among many other duties and honors!

Sue Cont. from p. 2

families that might not have had one.

monthly contribution of $25, $50, $100 or more. Every penny is invested in the future for

Last year, ASSF’s remarkable individual donors contributed almost as much as local foundations did! With

your united range of resources, you supported a better life for families who struggle with our language, education,

culture, and opportunity. Let’s pledge to impact more families in 2020.
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http://www.birdiesforcharityaz.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Memorial_Prize_in_Economic_Sciences
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A STEPPING STONE FOUNDATION FINANCES

These charts are based on preliminary end of the year reports. The annual audit will be available by January 2020.

Expenses 2018-2019 $403,031

00
Nﬂ,ggﬁﬂﬂ

$60,942.62 ‘

$31,310.00 »’

Revenue 2018-2019 $499,548

$1,188.61

$19,800.

547,068.41
N\

$7,573.92 = Preschool and Family Literacy Programs = Scholarship Awards

= Foundation Contributions* = Corporations = Inidividual Contributions = General and Admin Fundraising

Special Events (net) = Investment Income = Inlerns

President cont. from p. 1
to give for the first time through your time, talent, or goods and monetary contributions, thank you too.

Your investment is transformational not only in the lives of our children and families, but to the
state of Arizona where you have helped to create doctors, teachers, and many other successful LEAF
graduates contributing to our society through their talents.

In my capacity as board president, | am committed to remaining a good financial steward and to
working with my fellow governing board members and staff to ensure that your investment always translates
to stronger communities.

Respectfully,

Gabriel Escontrias, Jr., EAD

THANK YOU!

We are so grateful to all our donors. The following list of supporters includes those who have given $200 or more since the last newsletter. Some
donors have asked to remain anonymous and a list of memorials and celebrations can be found on the last page of our newsletters. Names in

bold represent a contributions of $1,000 or more.

Aanenson, Kelly and Jim

Adelante Foundation

Adornetto, Charlie and Dina

Ahl, Carl

Albright, Beth and Mark

Amazon Smile

Ambelang, Pete and Judy
American Express Charitable Fund
Anderson, Dorothy

Anderson, Marcia and Brian

APS

Aries, Jennifer

Arizona Community Foundation
Arizona Diamondbacks

Arthur Hutchins and Catherine Dresbach
Astorga, Tony and Milena

Baker, Dorsey and Jeanne
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Baker-Adan, Ineke and Rob
Bank Of America Employee Giving
Barrios, Frank

Barry, Colin and Joanne
Barry, Jack and Janet

BBVA Compass Bank

BCBS of Arizona

Beatty, Frances

Beaudoin, Barb and Jeff
Beaupre, Chris

Beberniss, Lois

Benevity Causes
Blair/Burton, Wendy and Ann
Bobo, Jack

Bonstelle, Chuck and Sandy
Boorn, Wendy

Borges, Jon

Bouma, John

Boyles, Chris and Karen
Brady Industries, LLC
Brengi & Jordan, P.C.
Brengi, Judy

Briscoe, Storme

Bruce, Beth

Buchanan, James and Margaret
Buczek, Laurie

Burget, Timothy and Diane
Buscemi, Linda

Butkiewicz, P. A.

Calabrese, Bart and Karen
Cannon, Robert

Carstens Family Fund
Casey Family Programs
Casterlline, Maureen Collins

Cazarez, Orlando

Celebrity Fight Night

Childs, Dale and Marilyn
Christensen, Steve, Beth and
Casey

Coffelt, Lynda and Richard
Coleman, Douglas

Colletti, Jim

Community Safety Foundation
Congdon, Sheri

Contreras, Abraham
Contreras, Andrea

Conway, Margaret J

Cooper, Larry and Martha
Cordova, Jorge Adam

Cota, Lalo

Cox Communications
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A STEPPING STONE FOUNDATION MISSION DELIVERY

Crane, Julieen

Crane/Soule, Mary and Beverly
Curry, Elizabeth

Davis, Betsy R.

Davis, Keith

Davis, Patricia and James (Rick)
Davis, Sydney

Davis, Terry

Dennison, Gayle and Conner
DeRosa, Angela

Diaz, Jerry

Dodd, Robert

Drummond, Diane and Gary
Dukes, Marian

Dunn, Lenay

Dunn, Michael and Mary
Dunn, Sean

Eddie Jimenez and Jessica Sanchez
Eicher, Ann and Ken

Elk, Barbara and Robert
Englehorn Household
Espinoza, Diego

Esposito, David, Austin & Cheryl
Estrada, Armando and Elena
Family Arts Needlework Shop, Inc.
Farmer, Charlie and Pat

Farrar, Constance

Farrar, Marc

Favilla, Ed and Rosalie
Feeley-Pabst, George and Sheri
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Fields, Rick and Terri

Fimbres, Petra

Froese, Diane

Fry's Food Stores (Kroger)
Gallagher & Kennedy
Gattorna, Michael and Cynthia
Geer, Barbara and James
Gibson , Bruce and Nancy
Gibson, Mary Sue

Ginis, Rob and Tricia

Glaser, Irene and Dennis

Glatt, lan

Goddard Family Fund
Goldstein, Ben

Goldstein, Janice

Gonzalez, Tanya

Grant, Glen

Grossman, Dixie and Michael
Gustin, Jay

Haggard, Mitzi

Hairston, Wendell

Harmon, Melody

Harshberger, Dave and Paulette
Harwood, Donna

Heffner, Natalie

Heintzelman, Kenneth

Helios Education Foundation
Hensley Beverage

Hensley, Michael and Sharon
Hensley, Brenda

Herrera, Luis Acosta

Hilde, Jo Anne and Ron
Hildman, Ivory Yang

Hill, Rebecca

Hoard, Eileen and Cindy
Hockett, Connie and Eric

Hood, Dennis and Barbara
Howard, Beatrice Antoinette
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Hughes, Terence

Hunn, Daniel

Hur, Hyungju

IDA- City Of Phoenix Arizona
Ireland, Ron and Nancy
Isaacson, Donald

Jannusch, Larry and Peggy
John F. Long Foundation
Johnson, Cody and Beth (Jones, Bill
Jones, Elaine

Jones,William and Jo

Kaiser, Becky

Kanner, Aleeza

Karen and David Prescott
Kassmann, Kathleen

Keagle, Don and Carolyn
King, Michael

Kirsch, Hope

Kitchell Employee Foundation
Knocke, Kay

Kory, ReneeKreider, Robin (Roberta)
Kucera Family Foundation
Kurtz, Kristan

Kurtz, Patricia

Kurtz, Paula

Kurtz/Koontz Household
Kuvakos, Bryant and Regina
Land, Luke

Layton, Ann C.

Lee, Bob and Susan

Lee, Nona M.

Leek, Darren

Leopold, Donna C

Leung, Kenny

Lewis, Thom and Paige
Loman, Christine

Lopez, Nichol

Lupkin, Stephen

Lyding, Mary Lou

Lynch, Barbara

Maldonado, Barbara
Mariano, Carl and Leanne
Marinick, Michael and Maria
Marks, Allan

Martinez, Alba

Masonic Charities Of Arizona
Mathisen, Lois-Lynne

Mayer, Jack and Anna
McCreary, Patricia and Robert
McGuinness, Robert and Sue
McLaughlin, Sharon and Macd
McMullen, Bob and Carol
Mcnally, Brian

McReynolds, Patrick and Leslie
Meadows, Alyce-Anne
Medcalf, Joe and Carlotta
Mendoza, Jerardo

Mendoza, Julia

Merrill, Steve and Linda
Merritt, Linda and Doug
Messinger, Dorothy
Messinger, Paul

Michelle Molberg

Miner, June

Minor, Sentari

Mittal, Anuj

Molberg, Naomi and Michelle
Molina Fine Jewelers

Molina, Alfredo

Moore, Lucy

Morales, Monica Briones
Morgan; Carole, John and Nancy
Morgan, Richard and Carolyn
Murdough, John M

Neil, Merlene

Nelson, Nancy

Network for Good

Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust
Nowlin, Diane

Ochoa, Christina

Ogea, Melissa

Ogea, Sheila

Omar Foster

OPUS Bank

Ortiz, Antonio

Otto, Ernest

Pacheco, Titina

Palmer, Mary Ann

Pape, Linda

Pappas, Clifford J

Paralta, Mary

Payne, Adrian and Lisa
Pearson, Dave and Willie
Peck, Dennis and Carol
Peterson, Karen

Peterson, Mary

Phillips, Patti

PONA Trust

Pooler, Gwen and Dennis
Pope, Lynn and Karen
Portley, Mo and Bev
Potnuru, Ravi Kumar
Preston, Joseph

Pynn, Tom and Jacqueline
Rabago, Edmundo

Ragan, Lorraine

Ramirez Advisors Inter-National
Rampley, Greg and Marilyn
Ramsey, Brandon

Reay, Dewy and Sharon
Redfield, Michael S.
Rehse, Louise

Reno, David

Renshaw, Juliana
Restrepo, M. Adelaida
Reuter, Kurt and Barbara
Riester

Roberts, Dave and Linda
Rosario, Brian N

Rose Perica Mofford Trust
Ruiz, Rosa

Runyon, Tom and Jill
Ryan, Nolan

Sanchez, Jennifer
Sanchez, Jessica

Sanchez, Jessica M.
Sanchez, Jessica S.
Sanchez, Sylvia

Sargent, Tiffany
Sassaman, Randy and Claudia
Schleifer, Thomas

Scholl, Jozefa

Schweiss, Patrick
Schwiebert, Judy

Shapiro, Jeff and Sandra
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Season For Sharing

Segal, Joseph

Shepherd, Danny

Shipley, Maryan

Sievers, Maurice

Singh, Bob and Mary Dee
Sisemore, Marcia

Slotta, Louise

Smith, Ann and Family
Smith, Constance J

Smith, Jackie and Lisa Clinchy
Smith, Jeremy

Smith, Nancy

Smith, Richard and Candace
Snitz, Michael

Starkey, Paula

State Employee Charitable Campaign (SECC)

Steensland, Marsha
Stertzer, Annette

Steve Mihaylo & Lois Mihaylo Foundation

Stoll, James and Ellen

Stoneroad Family Trust

Stuart, Rick and Barbe

Sutton, Anne

Tachias, Tio and Micha

Talley, Margie

Taylor Bleiker, Karen

Taylor, Phillip and Mary

The Harriet M. Ivey Charitable Fund
The Meredith Corporation Foundation
Thomas, Luis Ramirez

Thompson, Lisa

Thunderbirds Charities

Tisbest Philanthropy

Titina's Catering

Tooker Family Trust

Tormala, Sue and Wayne

Torres Consulting & Law Group, LLC
Torres, ErLinda

Tortolero, Jhobany

Tsai, Ben

Tucker, Mickey and Herb

UFCW Local 99

University Of Arizona Cancer Center
Univision

Valley Toyota Dealers

Van Brunt, Ed and Nancy

Van Vleet, Vincent

Wadell, Susan and Jerry

Warren, Tina

Watson, Lance

Webb Family Foundation
Weidner, Mike

Weiner, Gerald H.

Weiner, Lyn

Wells Fargo Foundation
Wentworth, Robert and Kathleen
Whitmore, Victoria

Wiig, Janet

William Smith and Ann Smith Trust
Wong, Keith

Wood, Carol Lynn

Yale, Charles and Suzanne
Yellowhair, Merwin

Younique Impressions

Zannis, Victor and Doreen

Zinn, Heidi and Kenneth
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Foundation
Mailing Address: Administrative Office:
PO Box 87149 2851 W. Kathleen
Phoenix AZ 85080 Phoenix, A 85053
Office Phone:
602-843-8281

CELEBRATIONS

Happy Birthday to Linda Pape

Donations made In honor of:
John and Meaghan Stertzer

IN LOVING MEMORY

In memory and appreciation for JOHN BOUMA who
was one of the original contributors to A Stepping
Stone Foundation for his support these 29 years. His
legacy will live on in the lives of A Stepping Stone
Foundation children and their families as they draw
on the education they all received to enrich their
lives for generations to come. Our love for John
Bouma continues on.

Ann and the Rev. Bill Smith Family

Diana Kruglick
Ursula Hernandez
Irene Marks
Naomi Molberg
Diane Nowlin
John Pape

John O. Whiteman

Celebrating

OUR 30TH
ANNIVERSARY!

Non-Profit
Organization
US Postage
PAID
Permit #484
Phoenix, AZ

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

VALLEY TOYOTA DEALERS

13th Annual Cenay Serenata
SATURDAY, April 18, 2020 at the lovely
Old Main at Arizona State University

MAJOR IN-KIND DONORS

Alhambra Elementary School District

Brengi Jordon PC
GrappleNetworks

Isaac Elementary School District

RIESTER

Shadow Rock UCC

Varitec Inc



