
WHAT YOU HELP US ACHIEVE: LEAF 

The past school year saw us scrambling to learn 

how best to deliver our program through distance 

learning (DL).  In August of 2020, we held our 

enrollment to ten families per site with the hope 

of returning in person within a few months.  Ten 

is a manageable number for physical distancing 

and other COVID protocols.  Unfortunately, we 

spent the entire 2020-2021 school year online 

with our children and families.  Fortunately, and to our great surprise, 

most students still met all their Teaching Strategies Gold benchmarks 

and were ready to begin Kindergarten!   

The beginning of this 2021-2022 school year is all about bringing our 

children back into the classroom in as safe and as meaningful a way as 

possible.   Both sites have children back in-person! There are more details 

about this in our website blog. Please take a look there. 

FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT 

 

On behalf of A 

Stepping Stone 

Foundation board, 

staff, families and 

scholars, I warmly 

greet you and hope 

that you will enjoy this newest edition 

of Milestones.  

 

While this past year has presented 

many challenges, it has brought many 

gifts as well.  We continue to support 

lifelong educational success for our 

families through our two-generation 

family literacy program called LEAF, 

through our Billie Gannaway, William 

O. Smith and Ivey Stepping Higher 

scholarships and through our TwoGenEd 

Affinity Group.  There are impact details 

about all these activities in this issue.   

 

As the holidays  approach, we wish you 

good health and a peace-filled life now 

and throughout the New Year.  

 

Gabriel Escontías, Jr. EdD 
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WHAT YOU HELP US ACHIEVE: Scholarship 

A LEAF preschooler planting 

seeds at Bret Tarver Isaac site. 

It is honor to report that we awarded $44,300 in scholarships to 37 former 

Stepping Stone LEAF preschoolers!  That includes 36 Billie Gannaway 

awards, five $1,000 Ivey Stepping Higher awards and two $5,000 William 

O. Smith awards. Since 2001, we have awarded 138 distinct students 

$318,500. For a complete scholarship report, please go to our website 

and click on https://asteppingstone.org/blog/post-secondary-impact.   



ASSF welcomes Jon Williams, our new Director of Development, to 
our family!  He has a lengthy career in many development roles and 
during that time, he has consistently raised the needed funding and 
awareness to make a difference for the community organizations he 
has served. 
 
Most recently, he was the Fund Development Officer for the Arizona Center for the 
Blind and Visually Impaired in Phoenix and served as Development Manager for 
United Food Bank in Mesa. Jon has also worked with the American Cancer Society, 
the American Diabetes Association, the Food Bank of Northern Indiana and St. 
Mary’s Food Bank Alliance in Phoenix.  He has a B.S. in Business Administration 
from Ball State University in Muncie, IN and has lived in the Phoenix area for over 
15 years. Originally from South Bend, IN, Jon currently lives in Chandler. 
 
“It is a distinct honor and privilege to be a part of A Stepping Stone Foundation, 
working for the success of our preschoolers and families at this important time in 
ASSF history.  The need is certainly great and the opportunity for growth and continued 
success for the ASSF program is very exciting to be a part of moving into the future.” 

Meet Jon Williams, Director of Development 
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FROM THE EXECUTVE DIRECTOR 

Planting Seeds 
for the Future 
 
This is a growing year.  
It’s why on page one, 
I chose a beautiful 

preschool child planting in the Bret 
Tarver Isaac Preschool garden. We plant 
seeds when we serve her and her family 
and A Stepping Stone Foundation is 
planting seeds by implementing multiple 
organizational developments. 
 
Whether it is our ARPA funding request, 
which would help with COVID mitiga-
tion and allow us to expand our LEAF 
program, or how we have invested our 
windfall bequest into our internal capacity 
by hiring a full-time Director of Develop-

MESSAGES 

From the Stepping Stone Office 

ment (see article below), we are, as Bill Smith 
and the Shadow Rock Church community 
who gave birth to us say, “intentionally 
pointed toward the future”.  
 
I am happy to announce another signifi-
cant development.  We were very re-
cently awarded an in-kind grant from 
the Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust to 
upgrade our customer management  
system with two years of paid software, 
coaching and support through their 
Jumpstart Program. 
 
You, dear supporters, are crucial to this 
growing season and we are so very 
grateful for your continued support! 

Cindy 

602-670-0599 

Cynthia Gattorna, MA 
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Melissa Lempke, originally from Grafton, WI currently lives in Phoenix.  She is in Marketing and Communi-
cations with the MAVEN project in Phoenix.  She remembers vacationing in Vancouver, BC fondly, but 
closer to home, you can find her doing her workout routine and making a new batch of baked items!  
Melissa joined the ASSF board because “I have been connected to A Stepping Stone Foundation for a 
long time and I admire the mission and the resilience of the organization. I also firmly believe that ac-
cess to quality early learning opportunities is critical to a child's future success in school. If we want to 

improve education outcomes in Arizona, we must make sure all students start kindergarten ready to succeed.” 
 
Andrew Wallace is originally from Charleston, WV, and currently lives in Tempe.  He is a Senior Finan-
cial Analyst for Equality Health in Phoenix. He loves to travel but cannot choose a favorite location 
because there are too many to choose from.  Closer to home, he enjoys the outdoors - close to a 
body of water, or with a set of golf clubs, or just with his guitar! Andrew joined the ASSF board to, 
“serve an organization that creates lasting impact in the communities we serve, to promote equality, 
and to leverage my professional skills and experience in a way that adds unique value to ASSF”. 
 
Gary Williams is originally from Price, UT, but currently lives in Mesa.  Gary is a self-employed CPA 
and joined the ASSF Board earlier this year.  A  favorite place he has visited is Israel and the City of 
Jerusalem.  He loves to do a little gardening at his home in Mesa. Gary joined the ASSF board be-
cause “education is important and getting parental buy in is crucial for student success”. 

More New Board Members on p. 6 

The 13th annual Serenata fundraiser for 
A Stepping Stone Foundation took place 
on Saturday, October 16th at the Old Main 
Ballroom on the ASU Tempe Campus. This 
annual event, last held in the spring of 
2019, returned this year with a program 

of quality entertainment, brunch food and drink.   
 

ASSF presented our annual Community Impact Awards with motivational speeches 
from our award nominees.  Attendees enjoyed a great silent auction, call to action, and 
lots of comradery between old and new friends – all to raise money and awareness for 
our preschoolers and families. 
 

Serenata 2021 netted over $60,000, the most in Serenata history, due to our generous 
and passionate attendees and supporters across the Valley.  Our Honorary Chair, 
Alfredo J. Molina, of Molina Fine Jewelers, along with our major sponsors, Valley 
Toyota Dealers, Varitec and the Arizona Community Foundation ensured the success 
of this event through their support.  
 

Special thanks to our Serenata steering committee, including event and board chair 
Gabriel Escontrias, Jr., ASSF Executive Director Cynthia Gattorna, ASSF Board Members 
Melissa Lempke, Melissa Ogea, Kevin Reilly and Tomas Martinez, and ASSF Director 
of Development Jon Williams. 
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WHO AND WHAT’S NEW 

Welcome New Board Members 

Pictured Above: Award winners Rep. 

Lorenzo Sierra and Rhonda Cagle with  

Rep. Aaron Lieberman at Serenata. 

Pictured Above: Honorary Chair Alfredo 

J. Molina with Award winner Tony 

Astorga and Renea Molina 

SERENATA 2021 
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Qualified Charitable Tax Credits and Deductions 

You can donate and possibly claim an Arizona Charitable Tax Credit for your ASSF 

donation. Individual donors can claim up to a $400 tax credit and couples can claim 

up to an $800 tax credit as a dollar for dollar match on their AZ Taxes.  In addition to 

the AZ Qualified Charitable Organization Credit, the Federal CARES Act has been ex-

tended and increased for 2021. Even if a taxpayer does not itemize on the federal 

return, a single taxpayer can deduct $300 and married taxpayers can deduct $600 

with a donation to ASSF prior to December 31, 2021. Utilize our AZ QCO# 20448 on 

your AZ state return for the tax credit.   Please consult your tax professional to dis-

cuss your individual tax situation and eligibility and THANK YOU for your donation. 

A Stepping Stone Foundation Mission 

To provide stepping stones of success through education to families of limited opportunities. 

Scholarship Program 

 Billie Gannaway Memorial Scholarship 

 Ivey Stepping Higher Scholarship 

 William O. Smith Scholarship 

 Stepping Into College Event 

 Scholarship Award Reception 

Other  
A Stepping Stone Programs 

 

 TwoGenEd Affinity Group  
      Quarterly Meetings 
 

 Internship program for former  
      preschoolers seeking employment 

LEAF Program 

All Families Participate in: 

 Early Childhood Education 

 Parenting Education 

 Adult Literacy (GED/ESL) 

 Home Visiting 

 Intergenerational Activities 

 Childcare as needed 



 

 

So Many Ways to Support 

Our Children and Families! 
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     Ways to support A Stepping Stone Foundation 

Your cash contribution is the most powerful way to 

support ASSF and then tell everyone you know so 

they can do the same—your passion is contagious!  

Here are some additional ways to assist ASSF in the 

funding of programs and the mission of helping     

preschoolers and families in two generation learning. 

 

Birdies for Charity– Pledge your donation and a 10% 

match by Thunderbirds Charities will be added  - over 

$80,000 received in 2021 by ASSF.  Register at 

www.birdiesforcharityaz.com by 2/1/2022. 
 

Amazon Smile—Shop on Amazon? By enrolling and 

naming us as your beneficiary, you create a donation 

every time you buy on Amazon.  
 

Fry’s Community Rewards Card—link your rewards 

card to ASSF for our reward! Register at frysfood.com. 
 

Donate through your employer—ASSF participates in 

United Way (Donor Choice # 0962) and SECC (State of 

AZ Employees Combined Campaign).  Find out about 

your employer’s program and if they will match your  

individual  donation to A Stepping Stone Foundation. 
 

Are you 70 1/2 or older and need to take an RMD 

(Required Minimum Distribution)? You may avoid 

paying taxes on your distribution by donating it      

directly to ASSF. Contact your tax advisor. 
 

Include A Stepping Stone Foundation in your will or 

to leave a legacy gift for the next generation! 

They Talk About It 

We DO it! 

Research by Nobel Prize-winning economist 

James Heckman showed that every $1 invested 

in quality early childhood programs can yield 

returns between $4 and $16 to society at large. 

Our Theory of Action 

If children from families with 

low levels of literacy engage 

in language-rich, daily  pre-

school experiences, then 

they will be kindergarten 

ready, have success in kinder-

garten, read proficiently by 

third grade, graduate high 

school, and attain postsec-

ondary education at a higher 

rate than their peers. 

Our Theory of Action in Pictures: upper right, a Burmese 

family at our spring celebration receives their LEAF certifi-

cate; bottom right, a former preschooler receiving his 

scholarship award; and bottom left, a former preschooler 

volunteering in our preschool classroom. 

http://www.birdiesforcharityaz.com
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A STEPPING STONE FOUNDATION FINANCES 
These charts are based on 2021 Audited Financials provided by our external auditor Fester Chapman 

TOTAL NET ASSETS as of JUNE 30, 2021 (Including Scholarship Fund) was $1,352,873 

THANK YOU TO OUR MANY SUPPORTERS! 

We are so grateful to all our donors. The following list of supporters includes those who have given cash dona-

tions from July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021. Some donors have asked to remain anonymous and a list of memorials, cel-

ebrations and in-kind donors can be found on the last page of our newsletter.  
Names in bold represent contributions of $1,000 or more. 

Introducing our newest ASSF Board member Shannon Warner.  Shannon, originally from Me-
sa, currently lives in Gilbert and is the Managing Director Operations Business Banking at JP 
Morgan Chase and has just joined the ASSF Board this Fall. Shannon still remembers her fa-
vorite vacation to India in 2019, but when she isn’t travelling, she loves to cook! Shannon 
joined the ASSF board because “Both of my parents were teachers, junior high and high 
school so we grew up with a passion for education.  We understand not everyone has the 
same starting point and how key early education and parent involvement makes a difference.”  

New Board Members continued from p. 3 
  

Kevin Reilly is originally from Chandler, and currently lives in Phoenix.  Kevin is currently a 
Web Developer in Education Technology with Savvas Learning Co. and has joined the ASSF 
Board earlier this year. Kevin’s favorite travel location is Iceland, but when here in the Valley, 
he prefers gardening as his favorite hobby!  “I value early education and wanted to give back 
to my community” says Kevin about why he wanted to join the ASSF Board. 

Kelly and Jim Aanenson 

Judith Adams 

Carl David and Mary Ahl 

Beth and Mark Albright 

Amazon Smile 

AMEX Charitable Fund 

Cindy Amos 

Dorothy Anderson 

Marcia and Brian Anderson 

Paula Argiropoulos 

Tony and Milena Astorga 

Cytlalli Avalos 

Frank Barrios 

Joanne and Colin Barry 

BBVA Compass Bank 

Frances Beatty 

Chris Beaupre 

Lois Beberniss 

Chuck and Sandy Bonstelle 

Wendy Boom 

Chris and Karen Boyles 

Judy Brengi 

Beth Bruce 

Robert Burget 

$167.812 
$110,5

ASSF Audited 2021 Income $523,384 

$216790 $341,747 

59,073 

$22,341 

LEAF & Scholarship =$341,747 

Administration 

Fundraising 

ASSF Audited 2021 Expenses $423,161 

Individual Contributions =$216,790 

Investment Income 
Foundations & Corporations 



THANK YOU FROM A STEPPING STONE FOUNDATION! 
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Cardinals Charities 

Janet Castaneda 

Charities Aid Foundation of America 

Steve and Beth Christensen 

Lisa Clinchy and Jackie Smith 

List Perfectly 

Margaret J. Conway 

Lois Coon 

Larry and Martha Cooper 

Charles and Erika Cramer 

Paula and Tim Cullison 

Doni Cunningham 

Liz Curry 

Betsy R. Davis 

Patricia and James (Rick) Davis 

Sydney Davis 

Gayle and Connor Dennison 

Dhanshri Deshpande 

Robert Dodd 

Betsy and Jim Donley 

Robert Dooley 

Marian Dukes 

Lenay Dunn 

Ann and Ken Eicher 

Barbara and Robert Elk 

Joy and Con Englehorn 

Gabriel Escontrias, Jr. 

Family Arts Needlework Shop 

Charlie Farmer 

Marc Farrar 

Ed and Rosalie Favilla 

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund 

Savannah P. Fink 

Fry’s Food Stores 

Michael and Cynthia Gattorna 

Barbara and James Geer 

Bruce and Nancy Gibson 

Kenneth Gibson 

Mary Sue Gibson 

Irene and Dennis Glaser 

Bryan and Pearl Grapentine 

Dixie and Michael Grossman 

Jay Gustin 

Mitzi Haggard 

Joanne Halberg 

Jennifer Hand 

John Hannah & Kendra Tollakson 

Janine Hatmaker 

Sharon Haynes 

Helios Education Foundation 

Lisa Helseth  

Karen S. Henderson 

Michael and Sharon Hensley 

Brenda Hensley 

Gwen Hillis 

Connie and Eric Hockett 

Ben Hur 

Carey Lee Hyatt 

Ron and Nancy Ireland 

Wesley Thomas Jackson 

Mary Johnson 

Linda Johnston 

Bill and Jo Jones 

Elaine Jones 

Jones, Skelton & Hochuli, PLC 

Catherine Jordan 

JustGive—Great Nonprofits 

Robin Kreider 

Patricia Kurtz 

Nicole Langston 

Susan and Bob Lee 

Melissa Lempke 

Kenny Leung 

Logicalis, Inc 

Nichol Lopez 

Mary Lou Lyding 

Maria Harper-Marinick 

Allan Marks 

Bernice H. Marks 

Tomas D. Martinez 

Masonic Charities of Arizona 

Lois-Lynne Mathisen 

Robert and Sue McGuinness 

Jan and Mac McLaughlin 

Bob and Carol McMullen 

Gene and Cindy McWhorter 

Alyce-Anne Meadows 

Joe and Carlotta Medcalf 

The Meredith Corp. Foundation 

Steve and Linda Merrill 

Doug and Linda Merritt 

John and Mary Lou Michaeals 

Steve Mihaylo & Lois Mihaylo  

   Foundation 

June Miner 

Virginia R. Miranda 

Jeanne Miyasaka 

Marty Morris 

John M. Murdough 

Network For Good 

Nina Mason Pulliam Trust 

Christina Ochoa 

Melissa Ogea 

Robert Ogea 

Ernest and Barbara Otto 

Linda Pape 

Gaurav Parmar 

Sally Parrott 

Lisa Payne 

Paypal Giving Fund 

David E. and Willie Pearson 

Karen and Bill Peterson 

Mary Peterson 

PONA Trust 

Lynn and Karen Pope 

Mo and Bev Portley 

Thomas and Jacqueline Pynn 

Sharon and Dewey Reay 

Michael S. Redfield 

Kevin Reilly 

Juliana Renshaw 

Maria Adelaide (Laida) Restrepo 

Valerie Reidler 

Christopher Robbins and Susan 

   Sawyer 

Dave and Linda Roberts 

Gus and Sahara Rodriguez 

Maritza Rosales 

Jane Ross-Stempel 

Gabriela Rutila 

Jessica M. Sanchez 

Jessica S. Sanchez 

Neida Sandoval 

Roque and Concepcion Sandoval 

Randy and Claudia Sassaman 

 

 

Joseph Segal 

Jeff and Sandra Shapiro 

Tina Sheinbein 

Kenneth Sherk 

Loreen Shipley 

Louise Slotta 

Ann Smith 

Fran Smith 

Jackie Smith 

Richard and Candace Smith 

Maureen Somers 

Cindy Staley 

Paula Starkey 

SECC 

Annette Stertzer 

Stoneroad Family Trust 

Ellen and Jim Stoll 

Barbe and Rick Stuart 

Margie Talley 

Karen Taylor Bleiker 

Mary Taylor 

Luis Ramirez Thomas 

Thunderbird Charities 

Tisbest Philanthropy 

Diane and Gary Tooker 

ErLinda Torres 

Paula Treiber 

Mickey and Herb Tucker 

Valley Toyota Dealers 

   Association 

Ed and Nancy Van Brunt 

Susan and Jerry Wadell 

Andrew Wallace 

Debra Webb 

Robert and Kathleen Wentworth 

Gary L. Williams 

Art Winkleblack 

Keith Wong 

Sue and Chuck Yale 

Sylvia Yoder 

Heidi and Kenneth Zinn 

Season for Sharing 

Judy Schwiebert 
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CELEBRATIONS 

IN LOVING MEMORY 
MAJOR IN-KIND DONORS 

Alhambra Elementary School District  

Brengi Jordon, PC 

Isaac Elementary School District             

Varitec Inc 

Happy Birthday to YOU! 

Robert L. Burget   Karen Bleiker 

Ann M. Eicher  Linda Pape 
 

Donations were made In honor of: 

The Adamo Family 

The Butler Family 

The Cox Family 

The Davis Family 

The Decker-DiBartolomeo Family 

The Ferguson Family 

The House Family 

The O’Brien Family 

Family Arts Needlework Shop 

Sean Gattorna  Diana Kruglick 

Ursula Hernandez Irene Marks 

Frank Reuter  Rayne Ragan 

Rev. Bill Smith 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Administrative Office: 

2851 W. Kathleen 

Phoenix, A 85053 

 

Celebrating 

OUR 32nd  

ANNIVERSARY! 

Visit our new website! 

www.asteppingstone.org 

BeyondTrust 

Paulette Harshberger 

Shadow Rock UCC 

 

Watch our website for exciting 

information about our  

CENA Y SERENATA  

October 2022 

http://www.asteppingstone.org/
http://www.asteppingstone.org

